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EQF project VALLA presents interesting results on Validation of Lifelong Learning in Aquaculture at final conference in Brussels

Education and training are essential to the development and success of today’s knowledge society and economy. The EC acknowledges that “Knowledge, and the innovation it sparks, are the EU's most valuable assets, particularly as global competition becomes more intense in all sectors”. The so-called global knowledge economy is transforming the demands of the labour market in economies worldwide, and one can say that lifelong learning is education for the knowledge economy.

People are constantly learning everywhere and at all times. Learning is not confined to childhood or the classroom, but takes place throughout life and in a very wide range of situations. For people outside the initial education and training system, particularly adults, it is very likely that this learning, taking place at home, at the workplace or elsewhere, is a lot more important, relevant and significant than the kind of learning that occurs in formal settings. 

The EC-funded VALLA project – Validation of All Lifelong Learning in Aquaculture (www.vallaproject.com) has taken some important steps towards acknowledging the value of learning and experience acquired through working in the aquaculture sector. At the VALLA final conference, held in Brussels on 30th March 2010, participants from all over Europe met to find out about the project and to use and benefit from its results. Presenters included the Federation of European Aquaculture Producers (FEAP) who described the challenges of recognizing informal learning, from an industry perspective. It was stated that informal training is extremely important in the European aquaculture sector as most necessary staff development is carried out in this way. Nevertheless, acknowledgement and validation of such training and experience (informal) is a problem. As VALLA was focused specifically on this problem, FEAP jumped at the opportunity to be involved.

Another presentation highlighted the current challenges of creating learning outcomes and building courses, which was also part of the project’s remit. VALLA developed a dedicated software tool based on existing European Best Practice in defining programmes and courses. The tool is able to create courses in terms of competences and learning outcomes, from any sort of non-formal training. 
As it is hoped that by using the tool, units drafted in this way could be of sufficient quality to be submitted to competent bodies for validation and credit valuation, accreditation bodies from several European countries had been asked for their feedback on the VALLA methodology. Comments from participants pointed out that the VALLA methodology uses the same approach as the accreditation bodies, so it could be a very useful and valuable tool, not only for the aquaculture sector, but for any sector, as the methodology and tool are generic. 
Lifelong learning is fundamental to jobs and growth, but also to social inclusion. VALLA aims to support the realisation of a European area for lifelong learning within the aquaculture sector.

For more information please check the website on www.vallaproject.com or contact programme officer Marieke Reuver at marieke@aquatt.ie 
Ends 









            07 April 2010
Issued by the VALLA project team.  For further information contact Marieke Reuver, Programme Officer, on 01-6449008 or marieke@aquatt.ie  
Note to Editors 
The VALLA project is coordinated by AquaTT, an international foundation which provides project management and training services to support the sustainable development of Europe's aquatic resources.  In addition to AquaTT, the partnership consists of:

· FEAP - Federation of European Aquaculture Producers

· Ghent University, Belgium

· KEK Diastasi, Greece

· UMB - Norwegian University of Life sciences, Norway

· SQA - Scottish Qualifications Authority, UK
Detailed partner profiles are available on request.
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