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SOCIOEC – SOCIO ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF MANAGEMENT MEASURES OF THE FUTURE CFP: Impact of new policy framework and opportunities for the fishing sector to develop self- and co- management.
Fisheries occupy an important place in Europe’s economic, social and cultural life, as the economic and social well-being of our maritime communities is inextricably linked to the wellbeing of our seas and oceans. That’s why EU fisheries policy promotes responsible and sustainable fishing practices and a long-term vision to ensure that our fishing industry can earn a proper livelihood from sustainable marine resources.
EU countries manage their fisheries in collaboration, through the common fisheries policy (CFP), which brings together a range of measures designed to achieve a thriving and sustainable European fishing industry. In its analysis of the previous reform of the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) in 2002, the European Commission identified many problems still unresolved and therefore proposed a substantial reform (2011), setting out a radical approach to fisheries management in Europe for some of the key problems (discard ban, introduction of individual fishing rights in the EU member states, etc.).
The new Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) SOCIOEC project, Socio Economic effects of management measures of the future CFP, will deal with the socio-economic effects of the main management principles of the new CFP; what will be the impact of the new policy framework and what are the opportunities for the European fishing sector to develop self- and co-management. The central concept of SOCIOEC is to provide a mechanism for developing management measures that are consistent with the overarching sustainability objectives of the EU, and that can provide consensus across all stakeholders. SOCIOEC will analyse a range of ecological, economic and social variables and will consider the implementation of possible emerging or new management measures on a regional level taking into account high level sustainability objectives from the new CFP and including other directives such as MSFD and IMP.
SOCIOEC will kick off 1st of March 2012, and will hold its kick-off meeting in Salerno, Italy that same month. The partnership, which involves 25 partners from 11 different countries, is composed of an interdisciplinary consortium of scientists from several fisheries sciences and industry partners involving also key stakeholders. It will assure SOCIOEC works on solutions for future fisheries management which will address ecological, economic and social sustainability issues and make a real impact. 

vTI-SF is the project coordinator, with AquaTT as its dissemination partner. The SOCIOEC project has received funding from the European Union (Seventh Framework Programme (FP7/2007-2013) under grant agreement number 289192.
If you would like to arrange an interview with the SOCIOEC project team, please contact Marieke Reuver, Programme Manager, to arrange a suitable time, marieke@aquatt.ie. 
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Dr Ralf Doering, SOCIOEC coordinator, is leading the fisheries economics unit at the Institute of Sea Fisheries at Johann Heinrich von Thünen (vTI-SF), and has worked mainly on the implementation of the ecosystem-based-approach to fisheries management plans and the evaluation of long term gains compared to shore term costs. 

vTI-SF is one of the 15 special institutes in which the Johann Heinrich von Thuenen-Institut is divided. The vTI-SF prepares decision support for the German Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection (BMELV) with respect to the CFP and international marine conventions of which Germany is a member. Through its scientific monitoring programs and research activities, the institute contributes to a general increase in knowledge about ecology and economy of marine systems, enunciates advice to the European Commission, and provides a significant part of the German contribution to the advice of fisheries and marine ecosystems under the auspices of the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES).

AquaTT is an international foundation which provides project management and training services to support the sustainable development of Europe's aquatic resources. AquaTT's mission is to bridge the knowledge gap between the dynamic R&D environments and the progressive commercial sector. AquaTT supports its target audiences through the provision of support services and through participation in, and coordination of EU projects and initiatives in the area of knowledge management including customised dissemination, education, training and technology transfer.

Detailed partner profiles are available on request. 

