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SEAFARE Project Delivers Promising Results
 [Release Date: 25-10-2012]

The SEAFARE project (Sustainable and Environmentally friendly Aquaculture for the Atlantic Region of Europe) has been working to strengthen the links between researchers and the aquaculture industry, and to influence policy development at regional and national levels. The project, which has been running for the last two years, is funded by the EU Atlantic Area Transnational Programme and has received a one-year extension to finalise its ongoing research and to ensure that an optimum knowledge transfer of its main results to society, relevant stakeholders and end-users is completed. 

Since the project began in 2010, scientists from IFREMER (France), Bangor University (UK), IFAPA (Spain) and IPMA (Portugal) have been working to develop a more sustainable and environmentally friendly aquaculture. Daniel Lee, SEAFARE project coordinator, stated “the success of the project relies on our capacity to develop and promote environmentally sustainable technologies. Having seen how the project's partners have been developing their work, I am happy to say we will be able to provide tools to SMEs and public authorities to help them implement sustainable and environmentally friendly aquaculture practices”.

The SEAFARE project has focused its main efforts on a broad spectrum of areas as diverse as improving the rearing/breeding system for mollusc, increasing understanding of the genetics of the oyster populations in the European Atlantic area, and developing integrated multitrophic aquaculture systems in earthen ponds. The project has made significant gains developing better understanding of the trophic interactions in extensive fish farming culture through its work on the Veta de la Palma ecosystem case study. 

Veta la Palma is an aquaculture farm located on an island in the Guadalquivir river, 10 miles (16km) inland from the Atlantic Ocean in Seville (south of Spain). Pedro Cañavate, representative of IFAPA and responsible for the work carried out in the case study, said “Veta la Palma provides excellent proof that extensive fish farming culture can be highly beneficial for areas that share similar characteristics. The Veta la Palma case study has shown that aquaculture can contribute to the recovery of lands that were once left idle due to their poor productivity. Currently, the aquaculture complex supports a great ecosystem that has developed around it”.

The SEAFARE project is expected to finish by the end of 2013. During this remaining period, the main results will be disseminated to policy-makers, the general public and targeted stakeholders to increase the use of the knowledge and products developed by the project. SEAFARE involves 14 partners, bringing together applied R&D centres, aquaculture industry organisations and environmental agencies across the Atlantic maritime region to promote sustainable expansion of European aquaculture.

For more information visit the SEAFARE webpage www.seafareproject.eu
Note to Editors

The project is coordinated by specialists from the Centre for Applied Marine Sciences (www.cams.bangor.ac.uk), a division of Bangor University with extensive experience in the management of marine R&D projects. AquaTT is the project dissemination partner. The SEAFARE project is co-funded by the European Union Atlantic Area Transnational Programme (2007-2013). 

The centre for Applied Marine Sciences (CAMS) takes a multidisciplinary and integrated approach to the investigation of coastal seas through the interface between biology, physics, chemistry and geology. It has an excellent track record and strong capabilities in the application of science to natural resource management, environmental planning, impact assessment, education and training.
Detailed partner profiles are available on request. 

For press queries, please contact the project communication officer:

Federico Cardona Pons, AquaTT (email: federico@aquatt.ie Tel: +353 1 644 9008)

AquaTT staff are available to respond to queries in English, French, Spanish, Italian and Dutch. 

