MSc final project – RAS systems


QUESTIONNAIRE
This is an MSc project. The core goal of the project is to analyze the most important issues for the management of recirculated aquaculture systems (RAS). We hope that learning about problems in the past from many different kinds of systems, will lead to better solutions for future managers. This information will aid understanding of where improvements can be made that benefit the entire industry. All information provided will be treated  as  confidential  and  individual  operations  will  not  be  identified  in  any reporting. 
Questions in bold are the most related ones, others are optional. 

1- In your opinion, what is the most important benefit of RAS systems? (i.e that is already driving adoption, or likely to do so in the future)
2- Which component in a RAS system gives the most difficulty to managers, and why?

3- What are the WORST failures in RAS systems that you have seen or have been faced with in your experience (e.g. biological, mechanical, human errors etc)?Give particular examples if possible. 
4- And which are the MOST COMMON failures you have seen or been faced with in a RAS system? (make a kind of ranking: top ten or top five problems, for example)
5- Having in mind your answers to the previous two questions, what SOLUTIONS could you give for those problems? 
6- The problems you have cited, are caused for a bad management? or because people buy systems without knowing exactly what they are buying?

7- In your opinion, is there a need of more training and more specialized people? How could this be solved? Which kind of training and who aimed at?
8- Which are the most common questions that people (fish farmers, people who buy a system) make about RAS? 
9- Is there any lack of information about RAS systems that you think is crucial? E.g. Key things in the system that should be a research target in the future.
10- What developments or changes would enable RAS to be adopted more widely in the future?

11- If you were investing in a new project, would you definitely invest in RAS? Would the answer be the same for any kind of species or life stage? 
12- Do you work together with any research company/foundation or in your own?

Other comments or experiences:
*Please, if possible provide a RAS system schematic that you have worked with/on. 
Thank you very much for your collaboration
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