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AQUAMED project sets first steps towards Mediterranean aquaculture stakeholder platform during Casablanca meeting (January 2011)

AQUAMED is an EU Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) project which aims to develop a multi-stakeholder platform for aquaculture research in the Mediterranean region, supporting the sustainable development of aquaculture in the region. It is hoped the platform will aid in avoiding duplication and fragmentation of research efforts, and stimulate long-term cooperation and coordination across policy makers, the aquaculture industry and RTD performers in the Mediterranean. 

The second project meeting of the AQUAMED project was held in Casablanca (Morocco), 12-13 January 2011. All AQUAMED project partners attended and several project observers such as the Federation of European Aquaculture Producers (FEAP), the European Aquaculture Society (EAS), the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), and International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) were represented as well.

For each Mediterranean country participating in the project, the partners developed methodologies to collect information related to the main aquaculture stakeholders, research institutions and projects. At the meeting, the results were presented, and main issues, such as the complexity of the questionnaires used to collect the information from the stakeholders or the delay in their reply were discussed. This useful exercise will help to record information about existing research teams, tools, projects and networks at local level, something that has not been mapped so far. The project partners are the country contact persons, addressing national issues and forming an informal national network of relevant key institutions.

Another outcome of the project, discussed at this meeting, will be a typology of the Mediterranean countries participating in the project, an outcome which identifies the similarities between countries in the aquaculture sector, their specificities and related research needs. This will help to define intermediate platforms including the countries with common issues, in order to develop shared research programmes, projects and infrastructure.

At the meeting the new AQUAMED website (www.aquamedproject.net) was presented, an informative website open to everybody interested in aquaculture research in the Mediterranean. The website will regularly be updated with the main results and deliverables of the project.

If you would like to arrange an interview with the AQUAMED project team, please contact Marieke Reuver, to arrange a suitable time, on +353 (0) 1 475 8713 or email marieke@aquatt.ie. 
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Note to Editors 
IFREMER is the project coordinator of this project on behalf of EFARO, with AquaTT as its dissemination partner. The AQUAMED project has received funding from the European Union Seventh Framework Programme (FP7/2007-2013) under grant agreement n° 244999.

EFARO - The European Fisheries and Aquaculture Research Organisation is a non-profit organisation, created in 1989 in order to achieve greater cohesion and coordination of fisheries and aquaculture research. EFARO’s main focus is the delivery of new applied knowledge in the field of scientific support for policies in the European Community and associated States.

IFREMER is a public institute of industrial and commercial nature which develops scientific expertise in monitoring, use and promotion of coastal seas, monitoring and optimising aquaculture products, promoting scientific advices on fisheries resources for a sustainable fishing, exploring the seafloor and the ocean biodiversity, forecasting ocean circulation, marine ecosystems evolution, and manages vessels and underwater vehicles for the French scientific community. It has been involved for 30 years in research in aquaculture and in the study of marine biology and aquatic ecosystems. 

AquaTT is an international foundation which provides project management and training services to support the sustainable development of Europe's aquatic resources. AquaTT's mission is to bridge the knowledge gap between the dynamic R&D environments and the progressive commercial sector. AquaTT supports its target audiences through the provision of support services and through participation in, and coordination of EU projects and initiatives in the area of knowledge management including customised dissemination, education, training and technology transfer.

Detailed partner profiles are available on request. 

