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AquaTT - leading Irish SME engaging in pan-European research projects
Dublin-based AquaTT Ltd is a leading Irish SME engaging in pan-European research projects to tackle some of the biggest challenges facing the EU, using funding from the largest European R&D funding programme ever, the Seventh EU Framework Programme. FP7 is designed to respond to Europe’s competitiveness and quality. The c50 billion fund is seen as a major asset in the EU’s fight against the current economic crisis with its ring-fenced budget growing every year by 13% until 2013.

AquaTT has been awarded four contracts exceeding a total of 1.1 M, having responded to the 2009 Call for Proposals, making a contribution to the national target of winning c600m in EU R&D funding by 2013. More information can be found on the AquaTT website http://www.aquatt.ie. 

AquaTT has optimised this valuable opportunity to participate in high-calibre research collaborations with European counterparts, offering professional services in the area of knowledge management with an emphasis on moving new discoveries from the research stage to key stakeholder groups and the marketplace. 

AquaTT’s success has generally been in the area of marine-related research projects and support actions which fall under the Cooperation programme, but is growing its staff base with a view to extending its services to the food and energy domains. AquaTT can provide a full spectrum of services related to FP7 projects, ranging from managing the application process and submission, to contributing as a partner to knowledge management work packages.  In this later role, it specialises in internal and external communication plans, dissemination to multiple audiences, project management plans, IP agreements, stakeholder consultation and facilitation, and technology transfer. 

Given that the impact of research projects is a major element of the FP7 evaluation criteria, and coupled with the European Commission’s commitment to the importance of research as a catalyst for positive impact on stakeholder communities, these elements are crucial to a successful application and in turn project delivery for impact.

Some comments from evaluation summary reports on AquaTT's submissions;

“The proposal presents a good implementation framework, addressing the key aspects of the support action mechanisms and integrating outputs to clear deliverables and milestones.”

“The project has the potential to have considerable impact, contributing to the objectives of the 2009 Work Programme and the EU policies in the field of Research, Innovation and the Environment with regards to improved knowledge management, knowledge transfer, visibility and exploitation of EU research results.”
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Note to Editors 
AquaTT is an international foundation which provides project management and training services to support the sustainable development of Europe's aquatic resources. AquaTT's mission is to bridge the knowledge gap between the dynamic R&D environments and the progressive commercial sector. AquaTT supports its target audiences through the provision of support services and through participation in, and coordination of EU projects and initiatives in the area of knowledge management including customised dissemination, education, training and technology transfer. For more information please see http://www.aquatt.ie 
